| A Picture Books for Big Kids lesson looks at EQUALITY

Picture Books for Big Kids lessons for Day 1 and Day 2

MUSICAL MOMENT

Asstudentsenter the classroom, play “I anmWoman” by
Helen Reddy, 1972. (Available ontheinternet.) Direct stu-
dentsto listen closely. Ask, What is the message of this
song? To whomisit directed? Why? Have studentsturn
to partnersand tell each other what the songisabout. Invite
studentsto sharetheir partner’sresponse. Tell students, In
the early 1970's many women felt that there should be
an amendment to the Constitution to guarantee equal
rights for women since the Preambl e states all men are
created equal” but doesn’'t say anything about women.
The Equal Rights Amendment was controversial and was
never passed. This song became an anthem for what is
known as the Women’s Rights Movement. Even though
the amendment wasn’t passed, this political movement
resulted in much change in the lives of girls and women
in America.

READ ALOUD

Ask, Do you think all Americans have equal rights to-
day? Why or why not? Where do theserights come from?
How do you know? Tell students, Today we' re going to
hear a story about a little Chinese girl who would like
the same opportunitiesher brothershave. Invite students
to think about their ideas of equality asthey listen to the
story Ruby’sWish by Shirin Yim Bridges.

EXPLORE DEMOCRATIC VALUES

1. Think-Pair-Share.

Ask students, How are your life choices different from
and similar to the choices Ruby faced before her grand-
father made her wish come true? Why? Give students a
few minutes to ponder this question on their own. Then
invite them to discuss their thoughts with a partner. Fi-
nally, have partners share with the class.

2. DocumentAndysis.

Pass out document sets (A-D, pages 9-12) to groups of 3-4
studentsand the Document Analysisworksheets (pages 13,
14, 15). Remind them to examinethe documentscarefully be-
forethey begin. When most sudentshave completed thetask,
invitegroupsto sharewiththeclass. Assign studentsto com-
pletethe Condus onworksheat individudly or withtheir group.

MATERIAL Sfor Equality L essons

Ruby’sWish by ShirinYim Bridges
Tolocate, seethe SBN for thisbook on page 8

Song“I AmWoman” by Helen Reddy, 1972

“Equality” Document sets, pages9-12
Student Activitiespages 13-19

THINK PIECE

Review the previousday’slesson. Display the second two-
page spread of Ruby’s Wish, which shows Grandfather
seated, surrounded by family. Ask, Whoismissing? Give
students afew minutesto discussthis question in groups.
Thenread aloud thefirst paragraph of the essay “Equality”
by Professor Graticule, page 16. Read and discussthere-
mainder of theessay * Equdity” . Depending onthereadingleve
of your students, you may wishto continuereading thisessay
aoud or have studentsread with asmall group, apartner or

independertly.

PENCIL POWER!

Direct studentsto choose a project on page 17. Each as-
signment requires studentsto publish or present their work.
Discusswith the classhow you will makethispossible by
providing stampsfor lettersor arranging to use the school
PA system. Review the Assessment Guide on page 18. To
facilitateresearch, provide groupswith “ Research Baskets’
which contain current events articles, Junior Scholastic
magazines, booksand other materials.

ART CONNECTION

Explore Chinese calligraphy. Useinexpensive watercol-
ors and card stock with natural fibers and flecksinit,
available at office supply stores. Search Chinese calig-
raphy at thefollowing websitefor many resourcesinclud-
ing step-by-step instructions: http/library.thinkquest.org/
After you demonstrate the basic methods, provide stu-
dentswith photo copiesof avariety of ssimple characters.
Have studentsfollow the steps described on page 19 to
create their own work of art.
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